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sighted views or large conceptions or great schemes. . . «
If all secrets were known it would probably be found that
British Foreign Ministers have been guided by what seemed
to them to be the immediate interest of this country without
making elaborate calculations for the future."57 The re-
sult of this hand-to-mouth procedure of solvitur ambulando
was that he became more and more enmeshed in his secret
understandings with France, until he was morally bound by
them in 1914. Though he had always been careful to state
to the French that his hands were to remain free, and that it
would always be for Parliament to decide whether England
would support France in a European war, he had, never-
theless, become gradually so committed that, as he twice
admits, he would have felt bound to resign his office if he
had been unable to persuade the Cabinet and Parliament to
enter the war against Germany.58
In his retrospect, Viscount Grey rightly has much to
say of the poisonous effect of suspicion as a cause of war,
but he also reveals in several passages his own deep-rooted
suspicion of Germany. "It seemed at the time (1914), and
still seems true to me, that the military power in Germany
chose the time and precipitated the-War."59 He seems to
have believed that the German militarists even selected
the month as well as the year for making war, choosing July
in 1914 as they had chosen July in 1870 and were ready to
choose July in 1905 and 1911 had it not been that France
yielded in the first Morocco .crisis, and that England as-
sumed a very firm tone after Agadir.60 Though Germany's
actions gave much ground for suspicion, as we shall see, this
57 Grey, I, 6.	«s Grey, I, 303, 316.        59 Grey, I, 90.
60 "Had the [Agadir] crisi's led to war, this would have come at the
very season that we know was favoured for the purpose by German
military leaders in 1870, and that was selected for the menace to France
in 1905, and that we believe was decided by the military authorities for
war in 1914." Grey, I, 231. For other passages indicating Grey's sus-
picion that the German militarists had fixed upon war for 1914, see I-
313-314; II, 23-31, 56, 144, 278,

